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The secret of happiness

A certain shopkeeper sent his son to
learn about the secret of happiness
from the wisest man in the world. The
lad wandered through the desert for
40 days, and finally came upon a
beautiful castle, high atop a mountain.
It was there that the wise man lived.
Rather than finding a saintly man,
though, our hero, on entering the main
room of the castle, saw a hive of activ-
ity: tradesmen came and went, people
were conversing in the corners, a small
orchestra was playing soft music, and
there was a table covered with plat-
ters of the most delicious food in that
part of the world. The wise man con-
versed with everyone, and the boy had
to wait for two hours before it was his
turn to be given the man's attention.
The wise man listened attentively to
the boy's explanation of why he had
come, but told him that he didn't have
time just then to explain the secret of
happiness. He suggested that the boy
look around the palace and return in
two hours.

"Meanwhile, | want to ask you to do
something", said the wise man, hand-
ing the boy a teaspoon that held two

drops of oil. "As you wander around,
carry this spoon with you without al-
lowing the oil to spill".

The boy began climbing and descend-
ing the many stairways of the palace,
keeping his eyes fixed on the spoon.
After two hours, he returned to the
room where the wise man was.
"Well", asked the wise man, "Did you
see the Persian tapestries that are
hanging in my dining hall? Did you see
the garden that it took the master gar-
dener ten years to create? Did you
notice the beautiful parchments in my
library?"

The boy was embarrassed, and con-
fessed that he had observed nothing.
His only concern had been not to spill
the oil that the wise man had en-
trusted to him.

"Then go back and observe the mar-
vels of my world", said the wise man.
"You cannot trust a man if you don't
know his house".

Relieved, the boy picked up the spoon
and returned to his exploration of the
palace, this time observing all of the
works of art on the ceilings and the
walls. He saw the gardens, the moun-
tains all around him, the beauty of the
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flowers, and the taste with which eve-
rything had been selected. Upon re-
turning to the wise man, he related in
detail everything he had seen.

"But where are the drops of oil | en-
trusted to you?" asked the wise man.
Looking down at the spoon he held,
the boy saw that the oil was gone.
"Well, there is only one piece of ad-
vice | can give you", said the wisest of
wise men. "The secret of happiness is
to see all the marvels of the world
and never to forget the drops of oil on
the spoon".

Author: Paul Coelho in "The Alche-
mist"

Creed for those who have suffered

| asked God for strength, that | might
achieve.

| was made weak, that | might learn
humbly to obey...

| asked for health, that | might do
greater things.

| was given infirmity that | might do
better things...

| asked for riches, that | might be
happy.

| was given poverty, that | might be
wise...

| asked for power, that | might have

the praise of men.

| was given weakness, that | might
feel the need of God...

| asked for all things, that | might en-
joy life.

| was given life, that | might enjoy all
things...

| got nothing | asked for--but every-
thing | had hoped for.

Almost despite myself, my unspoken
prayers were answered.

|, among all men, am most richly
blessed!
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Engage on this month

1 Meeting with MIS Company for
Entrepreneur Model

2 Team Meeting -Amreli.

9-10 KVK Training Rabi crop, Amreli

1-13 Micro enterepreniorship Devel-

opment program MEDP Training

Devka (Rajula)

Micro entrepreneurship Develop-

ment program MEDP Training

Vandh (Jafrabad)

11  Field Visit of demonstration -
Jafrabad and MIS shop for
Rajula and Jafrabad

15 Promotion of Sustainable and
Diversified Farming System in

4-16

Coastal Belt of Gujarat - project
Review Meeting at Ahemdabad
30 SFAC meeting Sajjtasangh
Ahemdabad
Ekalnari campaign planning meeting
held at 2 Oct and 20-21 Oct 12

Happy birthday

1 Pooja Upadhyay 14/11/1987
2 Dhirajlal Vagadia 18/11/1961
3 Mansukh Vekariya 18/11/1973
4 Anita Bhisal 19/11/1987
5 Nayna Gondaliya 22/11/1993
6 Parul Mahida 23/11/1982
7 Kalpna Gavit 28/11/1979
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