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Date of birth :

12 January 1863

Place of birth :

Calcutta, Bengal Presidency, British
India.

Birth name:

Narendranath Vishwanath Dutta.
Date of death :

4 July 1902 (aged 39)

Place of death:

Belur Math near Kolkata
Guru/teacher:

Ramakrishna Paramahamsa
Quotation:

Come up, O lions, and shake off the
delusion that you are sheep; you are
souls immortal, spirits free, blest and
eternal; ye are not matter, ye are not
bodies; matter is your servant, not
you the servant of matter.

Teachings and philosophy :

Swami Vivekananda believed that the

essence of Hinduism was best ex-

pressed in the Vedanta philosophy,
based on the interpretation of Adi

Shankara.

He summarised the Vedanta's teach-

ings as follows,

* Each soul is potentially divine.

* The goal is to manifest this Divinity
within by controlling nature, exter-
nal and internal.

* Do this either by work, or worship,
or psychic control, or philosophy—
by one, or more, or all of these—
and be free.

* This is the whole of religion. Doc-
trines, or dogmas, or rituals, or
books, or temples, or forms, are but
secondary details.

* So long as even a single dog in my
country is without food my whole
religion is to feed it and serve it,
anything excluding that s
unreligious.

* Arise, awake and stop not till the
goal is reached.

* Education is the manifestation of
perfection already in man.

* Religion is the manifestation of di-
vinity already in man.

* Serving man is serving God.
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A Beautiful Year is waiting for you,walk with aims, run with confiE:Ience,

fly with your achivements. May you have a lovely year ahead. Happy New
Year to all Tapak readers.
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